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[f one were to attempt to evaluate
the commitment of Greece towards
the conservation of its most endan-
gered terrestrial carnivore, the brown
bear, this year’s evaluation would have
little reason to paint the countries ef-
forts in brighter colors than it did last
vear. (See also Karamanlidis 2006.)
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Opinion

With little tangible progress in the
effective operation of the protected
areas of the country and the second
phase of the “Egnatia” monitoring
project still waiting to be initiated (for
more details, see Mertzanis 2005),
Greece has done fairly little in 2006
to safeguard the fate of the species.
[t seems as if the official state relies
on the commitment (and logistics)
of dedicated individuals and NGOs
within the country to protect the
species.

In fact, Arcturos and Callisto, two
of Greece’s leading NGOs have been
very active over the past few months.
Following a series of livestock dep-
redation and crop damage incidents
in northern Greece, experts from
Arcturos met with local stakehold-
ers in order to find ways to mitigate
bear-human conflicts and promote
adequate compensation schemes.
Furthermore, in August, Arcturos
recorded the death of a female cub
due to a collision with a car. This is
the seventh tragic incident of its kind
in the last three years recorded by the
NGO, and, in view of the increasing
trend, Arcturos contacted regional
and national administrative authori-

Eurasia

Brown Bear Status
in Greece: 20 years
of conservation
efforts, 1985-2005
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“Callisto” Wildlife & Nature Conser-
vation Society
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Remaining brown bear populations
consist of two distinct populations

ties to post warning signs on roads
frequented by the species.

The newly founded NGO Callisto
(see Psaroudas et al. 2004) marked its
2006 summer activities with the or-
ganization of two volunteer programs
in the Rodopi Mountains. This area is
home to the small, eastern population
nucleus of the country. Volunteers
participated in the monitoring of
large carnivores in the area and in the
signing of forest trails. In addition,
Callisto reported the reappearance of
the species, after 65 years of absence,
at the mountain of Oiti. This is one of
the most southern appearances of the
species on the European continent. At
the same time, Callisto has also been
very active in promoting its campaign
towards a holistic approach to the
protection of habitat of endangered
and rare species of the country, such
as the bear and the wolf. Within the
framework of these activities, it has
requested that the relevant ministry
redesign and repeat conservation
actions carried out in 2003-2004.

[f the year 2005 was character-
ized as the year of mixed messages
(Karamanlidis 2006), the total lack
of initiatives for the protection of
the species on behalf of the Greek

with core ranges located in the Pindos
(6,200 km?*) and Rhodopi Mountain
areas (2,400 km?). The Pindos popula-
tion is part of the larger Dinara-Pindos
population ranging from Slovenia into
Greece. This larger population is the
largest trans-border bear population
in South Eastern Europe. The Hellenic
population constitutes the southern-
most edge (below 39" parallel) of the
brown bear range in Europe.

Prior to the early 1980’s there had
been little interest in the fate of the
Hellenic brown bear population.
However, since the early 1980’s a
small number of research programs
combined with concerns of a few
NGO'’s have managed to alert Greek

State in 2006 can be regarded only

as sending out the wrong message.
Despite the dedicated commitment of
local NGOs, one might be tempted to
ask whether dedication alone will be
enough to ensure the future survival
of the species in the country.
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State authorities the precarious status
of brown bear in Greece. As a result
between 1987 and 1989 the first large
scale national conservation initiative
was co-financed by the EU (ACNAT).
The initiative aimed to establish
conservation actions which initially
addressed problems related to bear-
human conflict.

Three additional bear conservation
projects were co-funded by the EU
(under the LIFE Program) between
1994 and 2002; marking the most
productive and successtul period
in brown bear conservation at the
national level. Between 2002 and
2005 a pioneer monitoring project
was implemented in northeast Pindos
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